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Sign up to receive our newsletter 


Eat | Drink | St. Paul 


to keep up with all the latest food and 
news in the Twin Cities. To sign up, go to 


TwinCities.com/newsletter 
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TRUMP ACQUITTED 


Romney splits with the GOP 


Senate ends impeachment trial President's official response 


of president on party-line votes 


Abuse Not guilty (52 votes) 
of power 
Obstruction Not guilty (53 votes) 


of Congress 


on one count >> Page 12A 


Guilty (48 votes) 


to verdict expected today 


Guilty (47 votes) 


Republicans ® Democrats ® Independents 


SENATE TELEVISION 


Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah, back row second from left, stands and casts a “guilty” vote on the first article of impeachment, abuse of power, during the impeachment trial of 
President Donald Trump on Wednesday. Trump was acquitted of both articles, which also included obstruction of Congress. 


Votes for removal fall short 


By Nicholas Fandos 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON — After five months of 
hearings, investigations and cascading 
revelations about President Donald 
Trump’s dealings with Ukraine, a divid- 
ed U.S. Senate acquitted him on Wednes- 
day of charges that he abused his power 
and obstructed Congress to aid his own 
re-election, bringing an acrimonious 
impeachment trial to its expected end. 

In a pair of votes whose outcome was 
never in doubt, the Senate fell well short 
of the two-thirds margin that would have 
been needed to remove Trump, formally 
concluding the three-week-long trial of 
the 45th president that has roiled Wash- 
ington and threatened the presidency. 
The verdicts came down almost entirely 
upon party lines, with every Democrat 
voting “guilty” on both charges and 
Republicans uniformly voting “not 


guilty” on the obstruction of Congress 
charge. 

Only one Republican, Sen. Mitt Romney 
of Utah, broke with his party to judge 
Trump guilty of abuse of power. 

It was the third impeachment trial of a 
president and the third acquittal in 
American history, and it ended the way it 
began, with Republicans and Democrats 
at odds over Trump’s conduct and his fit- 
ness for office, even as Some members of 
his own party conceded the basic allega- 
tions that undergirded the charges, that 
he sought to pressure Ukraine to smear 
his political rivals. 

“Senators, how say you?” Chief Justice 
John Roberts, the presiding officer, asked 
shortly after 4 p.m. in Washington. “Is the 
respondent, Donald John Trump, presi- 
dent of the United States, guilty or not 
guilty?” 


IMPEACHMENT VERDICT, 12A 


YURI GRIPAS / ABACA PRESS/TNS 


President Donald Trump gives a 
thumbs-up to the media Wednesday 
outside the White House an hour 
before the Senate’s final votes in the 
impeachment trial. 


Result emboldens 
Trump for 2020 
election campaign 


By Jonathan Lemire and Zeke Miller 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — With the final gavel 
banging down Wednesday on impeach- 
ment, President Donald Trump begins 
his re-election fight with a united Repub- 
lican Party behind him, and emboldened 
by reassuring poll numbers and the 
recent chaos of Iowa in the Democratic 
race to replace him. 

For Trump, there was one overriding 
message to draw from his acquittal: 
Even at a time of maximum political per- 
il, it’s his Republican Party. 

One day after Trump avoided talk of 
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Council OKs exploring new sales tax 


By Frederick Melo 


fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


A divided St. Paul City Council 
will ask the mayor’s office to hire a 
lobbyist to talk to state lawmakers 
about a possible 1 percent citywide 
sales tax to fund items such as 
road repair, public transit, pre-kin- 
dergarten programs and afford- 
able housing. 

Following a protracted discus- 


TwinCitiesecom 


many recipes. 


sion Wednesday, the council voted 
4-3 to support a resolution spon- 
sored by the four-member majori- 
ty. One of them, Council Member 
Rebecca Noecker, acknowledged 
that months if not years of plan- 
ning and advocacy remain before 
a new sales tax might become 
reality. 

The close vote underscored fears 
that a sales tax pitch to fund four 
major priorities will fail to sway 


Make supper tonight with the help of one of our 
CALL US Newsroom 651-228-5490 


state lawmakers who amended 
statute last year to limit such 
requests to road repair and capital 
improvement projects of regional 
significance. 

A new tax could generate $36 mil- 
lion annually in present-year num- 
bers alone, Noecker said, taking 
pressure for badly needed public 
services off property taxes. 
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Light-rail operators fear for 
their safety on trains, 2 say 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


It is not uncommon to find 
drunks, drug users and vagrants 
passed out or using Twin Cities 
light-rail trains as a toilet — and 
not just after hours. 

That was what two train opera- 
tors told a group of lawmakers 


Wednesday, saying they often fear 
for their safety and are disgusted 
by the behavior they see. 

One morning, commuters 
boarded a train to see a man 
passed out with his penis in his 
hand, said Honey Darling, a light- 
rail operator. 


LIGHT-RAIL SAFETY, 10A 
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